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FAA&F Questions?

 

This fall marks a new beginning.  Our board met for its first retreat 

in ten years and we emerged energized and ready to move to the next 

level. Be prepared to hear from us – we want to expand our membership 

and make sure there are many ways for alumni to be involved. 

We were invited back to school for the October 23rd Homecoming 

Assembly. It capped Spirit Week and all I can say is, “Wow!” The gym 

was filled with the most enthusiastic, engaged and delightful group of 

high school students I could imagine. 

Kimberly Nichole, ’00, returned for a rousing performance, 

accompanied by talented Franklin singers and dancers. Many of her 

classmates attended as well, an impromptu class reunion. 

Special recognition goes to Bonnie Bosworth, who as a parent 

convinced four seniors to compile the database that made FAA&F 

possible. She is now a “Quaker at Heart.” Sarah Morningstar, ’95 was one 

of those students, and continues on our board. Jim Hilton, ’52, retired 

from the board last spring. He was the moving force in writing all of our 

early documents, getting our non-profit status, and he served in every 

officer role. Jim and Sarah are now officially “Quakers for Life.”

What a reminder about why we are here – keeping alumni 

connected with each other and with Franklin while also funding 

programs that support these remarkable young adults. 

Sara Thompson, ‘68

A Note from the Board President
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It Ain’t the Same

performer at this year’s Northwest 

to the urban music of the time – 

his freshman year at Franklin he 

But his own music was his primary 

The 

Hood Ain’t the Same

Empire. 

were arguing about which school 

Seattle’s Own, The 
Hood Ain’t the Same

to seek a Master of Arts in Theology 

more from this remarkable Franklin 

Duma Maraire, ‘95: Making an Impact
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Principal’s Letter
 

A

Outstanding Leadership and Service to FHS by Alumni:
Jim Hilton’52, 
Sarah Morningstar’95, 

 Bonnie Bosworth

 

“ In addition to sports, in 
the classroom and beyond 
we continue to be a school 
in demand in Seattle with 

both healthy test scores and 
enrollment wait lists.”

“ FHS continues to be the 
amazing place of intelligence, 
creativity, service, athleticism 

and team play, as it has
always been.”
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Donnie Chin   1955-2015

  

 In the long history of Franklin High school, no Quaker has touched more lives than Donnie G. Chin.
Donnie served the community 24/7. He devoted his life to protecting the community as director of the International 
District Emergency Center (IDEC) for decades. In this time, Donnie and his IDEC volunteers touched the lives of 
thousands of people. 

and rushed to the scene of emergencies, carrying these cases. I always lagged behind my stronger Asian brother.  

haircuts.
 Donnie knew the elders, many with no families to speak of. He looked out for them while they were alive 
and when they died alone he was often there for them. Donnie treated the Asian elderly with the utmost respect. I 
think he regretted never learning Chinese, but he developed a sense for what was being said to him. During these 
“runs,” the seniors looked to him for help in communicating to paramedics. Donnie’s sixth sense enabled him to 
understand.
 IDEC volunteers like myself helped operate aid stations at the Chinatown-International District Dragon 

was assigned to Chinatown, they took time to adjust to his presence. They eventually did. In death, Donnie was 

 Donnie earned countless awards he was always reluctant to accept. He shied away from the limelight. He 
was humble and wanted no part of the accolades. A true unsung hero.
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Franklin High’s Greatest Generation 
Continues to Gather

By Bruce Meyers

By Bob Kuebler

 On Thursday, September 17, 2015, the Franklin 

High School class of 1950 held their 65th reunion.  We 

celebrated at the Inglewood Golf Club in Kenmore with 

a buffet luncheon.  Included with us in our reunion 

were also the classes of 1951 and 1952.  

 We heard from Dominick Driano‘50, Dick 

Ramsey’51, and Jim Hilton’52, as they reported on 

recent class events and brought us up to date.  Janice 

Poska Rochester then spoke to us on current activities 

at Franklin.  To conclude the program, Gloria Gould 

Money led us all in the Franklin fight song.  Bob 

Kuebler was master of ceremonies and thanked all 

Classes of ’51 - ’52 - ’53 Hold a Combined Reunion

the committee members who made the event an 

outstanding success. A great time was had by all the 

123 alums and guests in attendance!  We hope to see 

everyone again at our 70th reunion in 2020!

 Serving on the 1950 reunion committee were 

JoAnn Cerino Cratty, Dominic Driano, Myrna 

Miller Hackney, Bob Kuebler, Wayne Miser, Dick 

Money, Gloria Gould Money, Edith Fordon Mosher, 

Don Tewkesbury, Jim Travis, Herb Tsuchiya 

and Loren Weigelt.  Chairmen of the ’51 and ’52 

committees were Janice Poska Rochester and Jim 

Hilton respectively.  
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By Carolyn Thurlow Burke

Class of 53 – Our 62nd Reunion Enjoyed by All in Attendance

Top row: group shot, 2nd row:

 3rd row: 

4th row:
5th row: Don 
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Th e Class of 1955 held their 60th 

Reunion Lunch on September 9, 2015 

at Tavern Hall in Bellevue Square, WA.  

Ninety four classmates and guests attended, 

arriving from Sweden, Virginia, Arizona, 

California, Oregon and Idaho, plus our 

Washingtonians.  Th e staff  was fabulous, 

the lunch buff et was outstanding, and 

everyone seemed to be having a great time.  

Some quotes from the attendees, “It 

was very nice – low key and friendly.”  “It 

was nice to talk with classmates from 

elementary school as well as good old 

Franklin.”  “I talked with people whom I 

have not seen for 60 years.”

CLASS OF 1955’s 60th REUNION

Nancy (Kehr) Philen called Marlene on 9/4/15 at 8:30 am to say that her ‘smart phone’ alarm had gone off  to remind her 

about the Call of 1955’s 60 Reunion lunch in Bellevue.  “We are leaving Moses Lake now,” she said. Nancy and her husband, 

Dick, arrived at the luncheon before some of the Puget Sound area classmates.  Marlene and Nancy have been friends for 

many years as the picture above shows! 
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 Th e Gals (and Guys) of ’62 met for their annual luncheon in Renton recently.  Judy Collins 

Seth, our own “Reunion Junkie”, pulls us all out of our shells for this annual gathering to share 

new and old thoughts. Judy started the Round Table reading from notes received from those 

who could not attend . . . 

 Robin Leavitt residing happily in Ketchum, Idaho, says she’ll make it one of these years but 

Ketchum is a hard place to leave.

 Tina Fisher, residing in Tehachapee, California, usually comes but this year the date 

confl icted with her fi rst competition on her way to becoming a “fi ddler.”  Yes, she’s been taking 

lessons and this was her fi rst competition.

 Mark Williams bypassed us for a trip to London.  Imagine!  Actually, a family reunion in 

London and we hope they had a great time.

 Alan Eddy and his wife, Kitty, were fi rst time attendees at the luncheon..  Th ey have taken 

on a huge job – THE FRANKLIN PICNIC for the classes of ’55 through ’62 at Coulon Park in 

Renton.  Th is year’s picnic, as always, was a resounding success thanks to the Picnic Reunion 

Committee from the Class of ’59, who tutored the new Reunion Committee to make the 

transition an easy one.

Gals and Guys of 1962 Meet for Annual Luncheon

We asked for comments from the group who wanted to share something with those reading the newsletter . . . 

Penny Cannon Nicols – At the 50th reunion, I reunited 

with my square dancing partner from the 8th and 9th 

grades – Mark Williams.  Don’t even remember him 

from school, but we have had some good visits.

Shirley Hein Weisman – My dear friend, Penny 

Cannon, sent an email to invite me to this luncheon.  

So, here I am.  I have lived in the Renton area since 

high school.  Married for 42 years and have 2 children, 

2 step children, and 3 grandsons.  Loving life and much 

to be thankful for each day.

Angela D’Ettore Englehardt – For the most part, 

school and I were not a good mix.  Th e one exception 

was Drama class with Mr. Duran.  Math I hated the 

most.  Th at being said I have spent most of my life 

in the workplace as an accountant and much to my 

surprise I love it.

Larry Arnold – Recovering nicely from a knee 

replacement surgery followed one week later by 

a cardiac arrest that killed me.  My wife, Carol, 

resuscitated me successfully with the help of the King 

Country paramedics and here I am again.

Lynette Wilkinson Nye Norton – Involved for the 

last 50 years teaching at Terrace View Presbyterian 

Church and still working with Job’s Daughters.  Been 

married to Dennis for 30 years and we enjoy our 3 + 4 

children and the 15 grandchildren.

Judy Collins Seth – My husband, Nils (Class of ’59) 

and I spend time in Hawaii each year at our condo.  

A while back we decided we should get to know our 

Condo neighbors.  And you know what – it is amazing 

how many of the people we have met have some sort of 

tie to Rainier Valley and/or Franklin High School.

Louise Kovacich Langmack – It’s “Bucket List” time.  

If there is something you want to do, don’t put it off .  

Th e best thing I ever did for myself was to take my 

Mom, my sister (who was born when I was 21 and 

married for a year), and my three children on a fi ve 

week tour of the amusement parks in Northern and 

Southern California in my Chevy station wagon.  Move 

over Clark Griswold and the Sport Wagon.  Best thing 

I ever did and I love the memories now. (And, the 

Quaker Times editor loves you, Louise and Judy. Th ank 

you the great wrap up article.)
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 On July 17, 2015, the 16th Annual 

Franklin High School Picnic was held at 

Gene Coulon Memorial Park on the shores 

of Lake Washington.  Th e picnic was a 

combination of classes graduating from 

1955 through 1962 and was well attended. 

 I wish to take this opportunity to thank all 

that assisted in making the tradition a huge 

success – we couldn’t have done it without 

you.

 A BIG THANK YOU to the 

committee:  Buzz & Jeannie (Patricelli) 

Crites, Karen Beach, Stan Nahmias, 

Diane Gilbert-Pezzela, Anne Rackers Rice 

Mcfarland, Sue Rice, Tom Riley, Doug Tulip 

and Kittie & Alan Eddy.  A special thanks 

to volunteers Josie Aspria-Cacchione, Sylvia 

Sofi e-Polet, Jim Billheimer, Roy Lynch and 

Robinn Lea who pitched in where ever help 

was needed. 

 Our hats off  to Larry & Betty Mayer 

who prepared and served their AWARD 

WINNING CHILI.  Th e chili is a tradition 

that everyone looks forward to.  Robert and 

Carolyn Trautman collected the left overs 

and took them to St. Marks for the men’s 

shelter – the men thought it was Christmas 

again.  We are grateful we could have fun 

and also help an important local charity. 

 And last but not least, a thank you to 

Jeanne Yearian who took photos, which are 

posted on the Franklin Alumni site – TAKE 

A PEEK (a few photos attached).  You’ll 

16th Annual Franklin
High School Picnic –

Coulon Park

even see Mr. Meeske, who taught at FHS 

from 1954 thru 1982.  Tom Joy from the 

class of 1955 was a real trend setter – we will 

all have to wear our name tags on our backs 

next year, at least we would get our exercise 

by running around in circles.  JoAnne 

Naganawa certainly had the School Spirit 

and brought with her a Class of 1960 sign.    

Team Spirit was shown by Jeff rey Warfi eld 

and Alan Eddy, who wore their 1962 vintage 

green and white t-shirts.  Quite a few others 

wore green.  Wilma Smith from the class of 

1959 is one of the sweetest ladies you’ll ever 

meet.

 We had GREAT weather, GREAT 

friends and GREAT food.  Th e lunch 

consisted of potato salad, tortilla pinwheels, 

hot dogs and chili, fruit salad, fried and 

baked chicken, cakes, cookies, chips, pop, 

water and coff ee.  We always eat at noon, so 

join us next year for a fun fi lled aft ernoon. 

If anyone would like to volunteer for our 

next picnic, please contact Kittie Eddy at 

Lceddy@vircom.net or call 206-399-2905.
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A new piccolo for the 

Franklin music department 

comes with a wonderful Quaker 

story.

When Harry Sankey, ’48, 

died peacefully at home in 

January, his good friend and 

classmate Jerry Hjert wanted to 

honor his memory. Th ey played 

in the Franklin band together, 

and Jerry recalled that before he 

could aff ord an instrument of his own, he learned to play the saxophone 

on an instrument provided by the school. He wanted to be sure that 

current Franklin students would have access to the same opportunities. 

He contacted FAA&F, and aft er coordinating with Geoff  Ogle, head 

of the music department, his donation was used to purchase a piccolo. 

Harry was active at Franklin. In addition to playing tenor 

saxophone in the Franklin band he served as captain of the track team 

and president of Boys’ Club. His daughter, Beth Kolle, was thrilled with 

the purchase of the piccolo. She is a musician herself and commented, 

“My instruments in high school band were fl ute and piccolo, and I went 

on to play piccolo for the Husky Marching Band my fi rst year at UW.”

In giving thanks for Jerry Hjert’s generous donation, Geoff  

Ogle described the experiences of the music program this year. “We 

performed symphonies by Beethoven and Mozart, performed a Franklin 

original musical in our pit for the fi rst time since ’91, and recorded 

original songs that were featured on the school district YouTube channel.  

We are looking forward to another year of growth and development by 

adding a section of Recording Arts and continued collaboration with the 

drama department.  We look to our alumni community to support our 

eff orts to tour this year.”

Franklin Music Department Gets  a New Piccolo

1959 – Erling Alexandersen Jr, Laurelie Mingo  & Fred Yearian
1960 – Janice Davenport Robinson, Peggy Adams & Arthur Robinson
1961 – Diane Lewis, Gretchen Folsom Caso, Karen Gacek,
             Becky Marks, Mary Span Angiuli
56-58-59-54 – Jim Sposari, Bruce Biesold, John Polet & Max Cossalter
1957-59 – Margie Harris, Fred Cacchione, Dick Learn

1962  - Mark Williams, Carol Croger Hart and Judy
1962 – Alan Eddy / Mr. Meske –  A great typing teacher

1955 – Tom Joy / 1962 – Wilma Smith



The Franklin Alumni NewsletterFall  2015 Page 12

Th e FHS Class of 1960 celebrated their 55th reunion on August 26, 2015 

with a “civilized picnic” in the beautiful banquet room at the Renton Commu-

nity Center. 

  Th e celebration was a casual aff air with wonderful picnic foods catered 

by the Apogee Bar and Grill. Tables were decorated with fun green and white 

tablecloths and table decorations all made by class/committee member Jeanne 

Shiota Mori. Th e wall of fl oor to ceiling glass doors opened to a large patio 

overlooking the river. Th e mirrored walls held notes from members who were 

unable to attend and other memorabilia brought by attendees. A list of class-

mates who have passed away was also displayed on the wall.

No formal program was planned and all who attended enjoyed the time 

dedicated to mingling with old friends and renewing the memories of their 

young lives in the halls of Franklin High. Th e setting was perfect and the day 

warm and beautiful. All attending indicated a desire to have a 60th reunion in 

2020; stay tuned and keep reading this newsletter for future notifi cations. 

A special THANK YOU goes to the FHS Class of 1960 Reunion Commit-

tee for their tireless eff orts creating this perfect event. Without your support, 

this event would not have come to fruition!

 

“Perfection” Describes the Class of 1960’s 55th Reunion

Sara Call, the Th eater Arts director, is pleased to report that donations from 

two Franklin Alums will help in staging of future performances. 

Clinton Prescott, a 1942 alum and past president of the alumni association as 

well as a member of the board for many years, passed away recently. His daughter, 

Marley Prescott, generously donated many of his suits and military uniforms to be 

used in future productions at Franklin. 

Judith Powell Mutal, class of 1965, donated some clothing worthy of great 

costumes, plus some shelving units for storage. As Sara Call said when saying 

thanks, “I really appreciate their donations and love the alumni continuing aff ec-

tion for Franklin!”

FHS Theater Arts Expresses
Thanks for Donations out what’s 

FRANKLIN HS,
 

website:
www.franklinhs.

seattleschools.org
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Our class had a very wonderful reunion weekend 

together on Friday, August 14, and Sunday, August 16. 

(Saturday, August 15, was left open so that classmates 

could have their own meet-ups that day.)  The format 

was simple and the events were limited, but I’d have to 

say – it was as as special as any other reunion we have  

had in recent years (and decades), if not more!   In fact, 

as the coordinator for this one – it was one of the easiest 

reunions to plan!  Yes, simple is GOOD.  Here is what I 

mean:

On Friday, we reserved space again (as we did in 

2010) at Acme Bowl, in Tukwila, as our Social Night.  

This night just happened to be a night with a heavy 

rainstorm (and traffic),  as well as it was the night of of 

the Seahawks’ first home exhibition game of the sea-

son against the Denver Broncos – but no worries!  Our 

gathering was filled with great memories and meeting 

up with longtime friends as we also enjoyed the back-

drop of our favorite team playing amongst all of us 

“12s” in the house all together again!   Or, shall I say,  

with all of us “Quakers” in the house? … Yes. just like it 

should be.

On Sunday, we came back to our own FHS neigh-

borhood’s favorite place for our reunion potluck picnic, 

The Simpler it is, 
 

FHS ’80 35th 
Reunion, 2015

Seward Park.  The sun came out in full strength, and 

all the friends and food we had there was simply amaz-

ing!  The view from Shelter #1 with Mt. Rainier shining 

above the blue waters of Lake Washington - was the 

icing on the cake.  We wished this weekend could last 

longer, but now that we meet every 5 years, this is just 

a nice and simple PRIMER for the next one to come!   

Everyone: stay tuned for our 40th reunion! 

Do you or a fellow FHS ’80 classmate or friend 

want to know more about our reunions and plans? 

Please contact Debbie (Eng) Chan with your questions 

at: debbiechan1@juno.com, 206-524-8767.  To see more 

photos like these shown, go to: https://www.flickr.com/

photos/debbie_fhs_chan.
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The Class of 1965 held its 50th 

reunion on September 12, 2015.    This 

was my first reunion so I can’t compare 

it to the others. I would not want to. I 

was so impressed by the attention to 

detail from the get-on-board yellow 

school buses to the “Rule the School 

Tour,” followed by a no-host lunch at 

BluWater Bistro at Leschi.

The book of memories (of which 

I have read and re-read several times), 

Sharples pencils, the mugs, DVDs and 

t-shirts, the music! Oh, the music! 

What a band! Bob Wikstrom’s Big 

Dog Revue! Thank you! Those oh so 

great sounds of the night are still lingering! Opening the evening 

with Pick up the Pieces! How perfect! The memory table to the 

memorable items on each of the tables including candy cigarettes!

Thank you to each of you on the committee for the time, 

imagination and effort you put into pulling your vision of an 

outstanding and long-living memory of our 50th! You did it! And 

oh so very well! 

A special thanks to Paul Rubin for bringing the reunion to my 

attention. I resisted going until just after the registration deadline. 

Sitting down to write in the memory book was the first step. And a 

voice from the past came through on the phone: “Hi, this is Merit. 

Are you going to the reunion?” I knew then that this was something 

I needed to do. Along with not wanting to be the last one on the 

school bus!   

Seeing the faces of those who have passed with us throughout 

the evening touched my heart. They were there! I could feel their 

presence along with those who were missing.

If I named every detail, this 

comment of gratitude would 

run off the page. Thank you 

all for making such an event 

shout out with memories. 

And thanks everyone who 

attended for coming. You 

brought the vision of the 

event to life. Thank you!! 

Until we meet again, stay 

well and keep smiling! Happy 

trails!

Class of 1965 – 50th  Reunion  Glendale Golf & Country Club
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A strange but important coincidence has occurred 

with five FHS graduates surrounding the fish and 

wildlife resources of our great State of Washington. 

Here is the story: Frank Haw‘50, went on to 

the U of W and started his career working in water 

resource planning for the Corp of Engineers.  Later 

he went to work for the Washington Department of 

Fisheries, eventually elevating to Deputy Director and 

Interim Director of the Agency.  Since his retirement 

he has worked at Northwest Marine Technologies 

and is presently writing a book on salmon in Puget 

Sound.  Frank helped pass key legislation that resulted 

in restoration of wild coho and chinook in Puget 

Sound.  His entire career has been involved with the fish 

resources of our state.

Connie Mahnken’56,  went to the U of W and 

graduated in Oceanography with a PHD in Fisheries.  

Aft er working within several Federal agencies he spent 

a career at the NOAA Laboratory on Hood Canal 

specializing in restoring endangered species of salmon 

and steelhead throughout our state.  Aft er retirement 

he accepted a position as a member of the Washington 

Fish and Wildlife Commission where he presently 

serves.  Another FHS grad doing a great job for the fish 

and wildlife of our state.

Frank Urabeck’56, went on to U of W eventually 

getting his Masters at the University of Maryland 

in Civil Engineering.  Aft er spending a career with 

Corp of Engineers working on Salmon and Steelhead 

conservation in our state he retired and has been a 

driving force on many fish issues in the Puget Sound 

area.  He has served on several advisory committees 

for several governors on salmon and steelhead issues.  

Lately, he has been one of the leaders in preserving the 

Sockeye run on Lake Washington and its tributaries.  

Another remarkable career for the fi sh resources of our 

state.

THERE IS SOMETHING “WILD
AND FISHY” ABOUT THE FHS GRADS

Phil Anderson’68, had a twenty-five year career 

in the charter boat business and at the same time was 

appointed to the Pacific Fisheries Management Council.  

In 1994 he went to work for the now merged Fish and 

Wildlife Agency starting out as special assistant to 

the director.  He was elevated to Deputy Director and 

has served the last six years as Agency Director.  He 

is currently in the process of retiring. Wow!!  Here is 

another FHS grad that has spent his career working 

with and for the fi sh and wildlife of our state. 

I, Larry Cassidy’57, have had at the pleasure of 

working with all of these men over their careers, and 

except for Connie Mahnken, never met them until I 

got involved in the fi sh and wildlife resources of our 

state.  Living in Vancouver I have worked for every 

governor from Dan Evans to Christine  Gregoire on 

fi sh and wildlife issues.  My involvement included 

positions on: Fish and Wildlife Commission 1973-1985; 

Northwest Power and Conservation Council 1998-

2008; U.S. Commissioner to the Pacific Salmon Treaty 

2000-2004; U.S Commissioner to the North Pacific 

Anadromous Fish Commission 2000-2004. Th e last 

two were presidential appointments.  Currently, I am 

working on conservation issues on the Columbia Basin 

Fish resources.  

So, there you 

have it.

If that isn’t

Wild and Fishy, 

what is? 

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/FHSAlumni

Attn: ALL FRANKLIN ALUMNI ... Anything you need to know?

FIND IT HERE!
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Kimberly Nichole (Kimberly Johnson)  ’00 is making 

a splash. Google her and you get 703,000 hits. With 

a voice described as “very edgy, blues, rock and roll” she 

got a wider audience last spring as a contestant on Th e 

Voice.  

Kimberly grew up in Seattle in the Rainier 

Valley. She and her sister, who is a year older, both 

graduated from Franklin.  When asked about her 

music background, Kimberly said, “I grew up singing 

in church as a little girl and also sang in a Seattle 

community choir 

when I was in middle 

school. Th ere was no 

choir when I was at 

Franklin, but I was 

in FAME (Franklin’s 

drama program) and 

performed in many 

musicals directed by 

Mary Smith. It was an 

awesome experience 

– I learned so much 

from her!”

In remembering 

Franklin and its 

impact on her life, 

Kimberly commented, 

“I loved my high 

school journey at Franklin. Some of my best friends I 

met there and I learned so much being a part of musical 

theater (FAME) and a part of Dance Posse. I also was 

in advanced math and language arts. It really assisted 

me in my college journey and the early stages of my 

development as a musician/artist.”

Aft er graduating from Franklin, Kimberly went to 

Atlanta to study at Spelman College, a historically black 

liberal arts school for women. She became the fi rst 

college-educated person in her family, earning a degree 

in economics. 

She continued to live in Atlanta, working in 

human resources in the fashion industry. And she sang 

on the side. Eventually she moved to New York City to 

work and to pursue a career in music. She performed 

Kimberly Nichole, ’00, Strikes a Note
at open mic nights and ultimately had a regular spot at 

“Th e Box,” an exclusive club. 

Th en came Th e Voice. “One of my best friends 

was on the show and they were looking for additional 

singers to add to the casting.  She submitted a 

few videos of me and they fl ew me to the blind 

auditions,” Kimberly explained.

Th e Voice is an NBC singing competition that has 

aired since 2011. Starting with blind auditions, the top 

twenty performers are chosen. Each singer chooses 

from one of four 

coaches. From that 

point each singer is 

judged by the coaches 

and the audience 

until the fi nal winner 

is announced. Fans 

of Kimberly Nichole 

were on their seats – 

known as “Th e Rock 

Ballerina” for the 

custom-made tutus 

she wore on stage, she 

wowed the critics and 

the audiences. Th e 

competition took her 

to the top six. 

About her time 

on the show, she said, “It was a great experience. I 

learned a lot. It was like boot camp for the mainstream 

music industry. I met some great people while on the 

show.” 

And now? “I’m still writing new music and 

performing and planning what’s next for my career.” 

She has had multiple appearances including in Seattle 

at the Hard Rock Café, Oct. 24. She will be in Seattle in 

November for the Runway to Freedom Benefi t on

Nov. 19 and to sing the national anthem at the 

Seahawks vs Steelers game Nov. 29.
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Our 2015 Quaker Day in 

the Park was held on August 

16 at Seward Park.  Most of 

the alumni who attended 

were from the classes of the 

early and mid-1980’s with a 

few from other classes too. 

Th e picnic should probably 

be re-named ‘pot-luck’ since 

everyone usually shares 

their fabulous creations.  

Home-made barbeque 

pork and red velvet birth-

day cake were two of the 

favorites this year.  We also 

enjoyed music  from the 

1970’s and 1980’s all day 

and into the evening. (Th anks, Tim!)

As we enjoyed the super music and great com-

pany, we decided that planning another get-together 

sooner rather than later was needed. A block of 

thirty tickets were purchased for the Kool and the 

Gang concert at the Washington State Fair in Puy-

allup for Friday, September 25. (Th anks, Esa!)  So 

Quaker Green and Black headed south to enjoy the 

show.  En Vogue opened the show with a few of 

their songs and some great covers.  Th en Kool and 

the Gang brought everyone to their feet to sing and 

dance late into the night.  Stay tuned – more good 

times to come.

Quakers Come Out for a Day

Meet the Your FAA&F 

Membership 

each year helps 

us MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE!
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By Kelly R Guy

Graduates from the 

class of 1985 came to-

gether to celebrate their 

30th reunion over the 

week end of August 22.  

On Saturday, over 75 

alumni enjoyed a night 

of reminiscing, dancing 

and fun hosted by Leschi Blu Water 

Bistro topped off  by great food and a 

photo booth!     

On Sunday, about 50 classmates 

and their families came together to 

barbeque, play games and much more 

at Seward Park (coincidentally the 

Afro-Caribbean Festival was happen-

ing at the same time –so we had great 

music!).  

Aft er months of planning, the 

Reunion committee can breathe  

Members included: Kate Burdick, 

Zach Fleet, Valerie Gray, Kelly Guy, 

Colleen Huff , Clyde Ishii, Aleisha 

Loring, Jason Loui, Andrea Rose and 

Yale Wong.

Franklin 
High School 
Class of 
1985 30th
Reunion

I was poking around on the UW website and found some incredible 
data! 72 of this year's UW freshmen are from FHS (54 of them are 
on the Seattle campus)! FHS ranks No. 6 for high schools that send 
grads to the UW – more than ANY other Seattle Public School.
Yep, even more than the purple high school and Bellevue High 
School. Isn’t that incredible!

CHECK OUT THIS INTERESTING FACT:

FRANKLIN HS,
  

website:
www.franklinhs.

seattleschools.org



The Franklin Alumni Newsletter Fall 2015 Page 19

I spent a moment talking with classmates last night at my 20 year reunion as we gazed over the 

city from fl oor 76 of the Columbia Tower (because that’s how we roll). Th ree of us pointed in diff erent 

directions as we located our neighborhoods spanning south, west and north. It struck me in that mo-

ment how simply unheard of now and how wonderful it was that our worlds, spanning the city, con-

verged on 3013 S Mt. Baker Blvd. We are all better for our diverse and eclectic experience.  Franklin is 

an amazing place to call home and I consider myself very lucky.  

           Look for the Class of 1995’s Reunion Wrap-Up in the Spring Quaker Times!

Th e Class of 2005 gathered to revisit their four 

years together at Franklin High School and celebrate 

their progress in the ten years that have passed since 

we were all together as a group! Over 100 members of 

our class met at Hales Brewery in Fremont on Au-

gust 8th, 2015. Attendees enjoyed snacks, drinks and 

amazing live music in the Palladium Room. 

Class of 2005 Reunites!

We had a photo booth and set up a table to show 

off  FHS memorabilia. To build excitement leading up 

to the reunion, we played “Name that Quaker!” by 

posting yearbook photos from our senior year and 

hiding the face. It was great to connect with the group 

in person and outside of Facebook. 

 We had so much fun, we are already looking forward to 2025! 



The Franklin Alumni NewsletterFall  2015 Page 20

On September 10, 2015 at Jefferson Park golf course, 81 Franklin high school alumni and guests teed it up for 

the 34th Annual Franklin High School Golf Tournament.  The Scramble event started at 9:00 am under blue 

skies and a very comfortable 70 degrees. 

The winners were: 

1st Low Net -  Vern Johnson, Jim Follett, Fritz Hossman and Bob Chatalas. 

2nd Low Net -  Steve Nakamura, Kendal Mar, Dano Lewis and Harold Taniguchi.  

3rd Low Net -  Mike Perry, Bill Ferrari, Davie Gasca and Joey Gasca.  

1st Low  Gross -  Jay turner, Joe Colello, Harold Masar and Ron McDougall.

2nd Low Gross  - Mat Daniels, Scott MacGowan, Damon Leichman and BJ Ong.  

3rd Low Gross -  Bruce Glant, Michael Alhadeff, Ken Alhadeff and Greg Alex.  

Winners of the Women’s Low Gross were Charlene Ernst, Nancy Moore, Lynda Olerud and Carol Albo

FRANKLIN 2015 GOLF TOURNAMENT

The closest to the pin on the 

par 3’s were:  Hole 3,  Scott Mac-

Gowan  6’ 2”,  Hole 6, Ron McDou-

gall  13’,  Hole 10,  Steve Duzan  7”,  

Hole 12,  Matt Daniel  16’9” and 

Hole 16,  Bruce Glant 3’11”.

After the golf, everyone gath-

ered in the new banquet room at 

Jefferson Park for chicken and ribs 

along with salad and corn bread.  

There was a hosted bar for beer and 

wine and several raffle prizes.

A special thanks to our hole 

sponsors: Bill Chatalas, Bill Fer-

rari, Mike Perry, Gordon Raine, 

Tom Leavitt, Ken Alhadeff, Gary 

Schwartz, Merlino Foods, Sysco 

Foods and the Class of ’59.  Thank 

you also to all our volunteers at 

check-in and on the par 3’s.

With the success of this year’s 

tournament and raffle we will be 

able to write a check for $1,500.00 

to the Franklin Alumni Association 

and Foundation for support to the 

Franklin athletic department.  

Come join in next year on the 

first Thursday after Labor Day, Sep-

tember  8, 2016. Help us build our 

participation by spreading the word. 

This tournament is a great time to 

catch up with old friends and have a 

wonderful time.
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Vern Johnson

  

Gerry Gordon, Don Malstrom, Merrill 
Mike Perry
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Class of 1956

Class of 2006

Class of 1996

Class of 1976

Class of 1966

Classes of 1955 - 1963

Th e Class of 1956 is already looking forward 

and beginning to plan their 60th reunion in 

2016. Th ose that have helped in the past would 

love to have anyone that would like to join in to 

email dave.mullins@comcast.com. Th e more par-

ticipation in the planning; the better the outcome. 

Besides it is a well-known  fact that reunion com-

mittees end up having a great time throughout the 

year. We look forward to hearing from you.

check out 

email 

(206) 
399-2905

Upcoming Reunions:
 MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Go ahead and mark 

that calendar NOW!
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The Quaker Sports Booster 

Club (QSBC) launched last spring 

when about one hundred alumni 

celebrated a kick-off at Safeco 

Field. 

“At a minimum we plan to 

raise the funds our teams need to 

have basic equipment and uni-

forms,” said Daniel Sessoms, who is 

chair of the club. “And we hope for 

much more. The athletics program 

means so much to students and 

alumni. Hundreds of students par-

ticipate, and all of us remember the 

pride we felt when we had championship teams.”

The QSBC needs your help!  We are a looking for 

current parents, alumni, and community members who 

are interested in helping us grow.  We need volunteers 

to help plan and run booster-sponsored events.  Do you 

have expertise in web design? We need a landing place 

for families and community members to turn to for reg-

istration opportunities and information about booster 

happenings.  Are you a graphic designer? We need a 

 Ready to Grow!

“Hey Donna thank you for inspiring me and other kids like me to be involved in 

technology. I am currently attending CWU as a minor in computer science. As much as 

I love technology, I will work hard to change the world for the better. Thanks”.

  From Amir Ibrahim, 2015 FHS grad

  CWU is Central WA University - Go CWU Wildcats!

Note to Donna Lew:
      The Value of the X-Bot Program

logo for the QSBC.  There are many 

ways to volunteer;  please contact 

us if you are interested!

Special thanks to the gen-

erosity of John Ellis’46 and the 

Mariners, who sponsored our first 

fundraiser at Safeco Field in 2015. 

They have agreed to fund another 

fabulous event at Safeco Field in 

the spring of 2016. Plan to attend 

and help to make it an awesome 

happening.

Are you an excellent event 

planner? 

We need your help!  Event planning will begin this 

winter; stay tuned for more information! If you are in-

terested in joining, please send an email to FAAandF@

gmail.com. 

Daniel Sessoms – Co Chair - danielsessoms@hotmail.com

Zach Fleet -  Co Chair- zach@fleetlaw.com 

Rachel Crick,  Assistant to Daniel Sessoms – 

  Rachel@thesessomsgroup.net 

2015 Franklin High School Varsity Football Team
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Franklin Graduates Receive Scholarships from Alumni
Last spring we were thrilled to award scholarships to nine Franklin seniors. We have three scholarship pro-

grams and we welcome donations to all of them. Over the past nine years we have helped 53 Franklin students 

attend college. Franklin’s counseling office coordinates communication with students and collects applications to 

be reviewed by our scholarship committee. Twenty-three outstanding students applied in 2015. 

The Franklin Scholarship Fund was established by graduates from the class of 1935. FAA&F assumed respon-

sibility when members of that class asked for assistance. Awards are based on need, academic achievement and 

community service.  

The Roy Nakagawa Achieve to Succeed Scholarship was established by the Nakagawa family in honor of their 

father who graduated from Franklin in 1935. Roy was captain of the football team.  Though he experienced many 

hardships in his life, Roy fondly recalled his Franklin experiences up to the time of his death at age 97.  One schol-

arship a year is dedicated to a member of the Franklin football team.  An additional scholarship was awarded this 

first year to another senior athlete with financial need. 

The Gilman Scholarship Fund, established in 2008 by Bonnie Rattner’55, in honor of her brother Robert “Bud” 

Gilman’52, who was a middle school counselor and  a jazz pianist. Bonnie noted that they both loved music, and 

we knew that it can be very difficult to make money as a musician and to get assistance to study. She established 

this scholarship to recognize students choosing a field that gives so much joy to people.

Recipients of the Franklin Scholarships

Leonice Bizimana – Having 

experienced personal family tragedy 

in the Congo, Leonice found her way 

to the United States about two years 

ago.  Her experience motivates her 

to be a nurse and makes her life’s 

work to help others.  She is deeply 

focused on where her education can 

take her and in spite of her rigorous 

studies, Leonice played Varsity 

Soccer, volunteered at Harborview 

Medical Center and the Puget 

Sound Blood Bank.  Leonice will attend Washington State 

University in Pullman majoring in Nursing.  

Dashamena Ebo – Moving from 

a small town to a more culturally 

diverse community in Seattle was 

a life changing experience for 

Dashamena who is Korean and 

African American. Dashamena 

credits her family along with 

personal drive for her academic 

achievement. She was president of 

the Franklin Black Student Union, 

co-captain of the Varsity Girls’ soccer 

team, member of the Franklin Honor Society, volunteered 

with the General Federation of Women and the Rainier 

Valley Food Bank.  Dashamena would like to pursue a 

career that further improves her community. She will 

attend the University of Washington.

Amina Ibrahim – Consistently 

enrolling in the most challenging 

classes possible, Amina says her 

grandfather was a tremendous 

influence on her, always telling her 

to work hard and encouraging her 

to seize every opportunity. Over the 

course of her time at Franklin, Amina 

immersed herself in activities.  She is 

the founding member of the Femi-

nist Union, was a Mock Trial defense 

attorney, summer intern at Perkins Coie law firm, volunteer 

with Global Visionaries service projects and co-editor of 

the yearbook—to name a few of her activities.  Journalism 

is a passion. Amina will attend Seattle University.

Farhiye Mahmood –  Farhiye 

emigrated from war torn Somalia 

with her family in 2008 because 

her mother wanted a better life for 

their family. She is the oldest of six 

children and carries many family 

responsibilities.  Yet, Farhiye has 

found time to balance her studies 

along with her involvement with 

community services.  Tutoring 

young children at the Refugee and 

the local community center have inspired Farhiye to give 

back to the community.  She wants to become a social 

worker and help Somalian immigrants in the United 

States. Farhiye will attend Bellevue College.
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Rohmah Ismael – Rohmah states 

she is a “proud pursuer; I believe 

that everything in life needs to be 

earned by your own strength and 

with your own two hands, in order 

to fully understand its true value and 

worth.” Her ultimate goal is to at-

tend medical school.  Recent family 

economic challenges have altered 

Rohman’s education plans and she 

will attend community college prior 

to transferring to UW to save money. 

Rohman was president of the Arabic-

Cham Culture and History Club, active member of the 

Filipino Club, IGNITE (Girls in Technology), and the FHS Gay 

Straight Alliance.  She will attend South Seattle College.

Recipients of the Roy Nagakawa Scholarship

Jamari L. Lewis – Like Roy Nakagawa, Jamari has over-

come a number of personal family hardships. Sports have 

helped to keep his ‘can do’ attitude. Involved in sports 

since the age of 5, Jamari’s love for sports has been one 

of the motivators in his desire to 

pursue a career in the field. He was a 

member of the varsity football and 

basketball teams. His eyes are set on 

becoming a sports trainer.  During 

his time at Franklin Jamari volun-

teered over 200 hours of service to 

the Rainier Vista Boys and Girls Club 

as a tutor, camp counselor, and peer 

mentor.  Jamari will attend Bellevue 

College.

Nicole Wong – Nicole was captain 

of the Cross Country Team during 

her junior and senior year.  The 

team doubled in size and her coach 

attributes much of that growth 

due to her efforts and presence. 

In both Track and Cross Country, 

Nicole was the top mile runner on 

the team.  In the classroom she has  

demonstrated a focused intensity 

in her studies and participated in 

Upward Bound as well as playing a leadership role in 

the Khmer Mien Lao (KLM) Club.  Nicole will attend the 

University of Washington. 

Recipients of the Gilman Scholarship

Kieran Hunter – For as long as 

Kieran could remember, music has 

been a part of his life. Growing up 

in a family of musicians, he and 

his brothers had to learn to play 

at least one instrument once they 

turned seven.  Kieran says that 

music helped break him out of his 

shell and helped him decide his 

future.  When his family moved 

to Seattle from a small town in 

British Columbia and he enrolled 

at Franklin and joined the band.  

Band helped him integrate into a new community and 

music helped with that transition.  Kieran wants to study 

music education and math to become a teacher like his 

parents.  He will attend Wittenberg University in Spring-

field, Ohio.

Brennen Thomas – Brennan 

comes from a musical family.  His 

father is a vocalist, plays piano and 

organ while his brother plays the 

drums, piano and organ.  In middle 

school, Brennen was introduced to 

music production by his brother 

using a Yamaha keyboard. He got 

hooked and has graduated to more 

high tech software to mix and mas-

ter music.  Brennen plans to study music production and 

technology at the Art Institute in Hollywood.

Find out how you 
can help support the 

scholarship fund! 
FACEBOOK: 

https://www.facebook.com/FHSAlumni 
WEBSITE: 

 

Congratulations to All the Recipients!
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idge, ‘60, and Jim Patten, ‘58, love all things golf. 

And not just playing; they actually love the rules! 

With the golf mania that hit this region when the US 

Open Golf Championship came to Chambers Bay in 

June, this is a good time to tell their story. 

Jim started playing golf at age eleven when he 

learned to play at the Jefferson Park Course, where cur-

rent Franklin students learn to this day. Midge didn’t 

start playing until years later, when Jim suggested she 

learn to play – with vacations and ultimately retirement 

in mind. 

As she played tournaments she discovered that 

many people didn’t know the rules – and she began to 

study them in order to protect herself from bad calls 

when playing with other women in her local golfing 

club. She said she studied the rules book as though it 

were an SAT test, and soon was asked to be the club’s 

representative to the Pacific Northwest Golf Association 

(PNGA). 

“That turned out to be a thirty-some year commit-

ment that soon included Jimmie,” she said. 

It began with volunteering to serve as a rules of-

ficial for amateur championships, and then to serve as 

Rules of Golf Chairman for the PNGA. She held that 

position for twenty-five years. 

Golf does have its rules. There are the Rules of Golf 

and then there are Decisions on the Rules, with many 

hundreds of pages to understand and remember. Midge 

attended several workshops, and Jim joined her on the 

third year. They were tested on their knowledge and 

ultimately also took an advanced workshop that taught 

them about tournament work including how to mark 

and define a course for a championship. 

The USGA became aware of their proficiency and 

for the next twenty years they served. Jim was a mem-

ber of the USGA Amateur Public Links Championship 

Committee.  Midge joined the USGA Senior Women’s 

Amateur Championship Committee.

“During our time with the USGA, we were asked 

to work well over 50 National Championships.  Most 

were United States Amateurs Championships, but we 

worked many US Women’s Open Championships. “

Midge described what a rules official does: “When 

we get to a venue we walk the course, taking notes on 

how it should possibly be marked for out of bounds, 

water hazards, and ground under repair.  We look for 

anything we can find that may cause uncertainty in the 

mind of the player in how to play the course.  Then all 

of the rules officials meet together with the USGA staff 

and discuss what local rules can be written to allow the 

championship to proceed with situations that might 

arise covered by the local rules. Then every rules offi-

cial is assigned to a group of players in stroke play, and 

we walk along with them to answer any questions that 

might come up.”  

She described her most unusual experience, when 

working a championship in North Carolina. “Every 

day I would hear on the radio about needing a bunker 

rake out on hole number six.  All of us officials figured 

it must be kids stealing them.  One day I remembered 

to look around while my match was on the sixth hole.  

High up in a tall pine, was a huge eagle’s nest, and 

sticking out of this nest in every possible direction, 

were bunker rakes!  A photographer came out to take 

pictures of it after I reported it, and later he interviewed 

me for a magazine.  My name and a picture of an eagle’s 

nest made it into a national magazine!”

Both Jim and Midge have received honors for their 

years of volunteer commitment to golf.  In 2000 Midge 

was recognized with the PNGA Distinguished Service 

Award.  Jim received the WSGA George Holland Volun-

teer of the Year Award for 2011.

They attended the Chambers Bay tournament and 

enjoyed every moment without any responsibilities. 

Now retired, the Pattens can return to playing golf 

regularly. When they were working as officials they 

hardly had time to play during the golf season. And 

while Midge says her game has declined as she becomes 

“orthopedically challenged,” she still has fun. 
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FAA&F welcomes nominations to the Franklin Hall of Fame. Th e Hall of Fame Committee will review 

nominations, present recommendations to the Board of Directors, and announce inductees in February. Inductees 

will be honored at the Annual Meeting and Hall of Fame Celebration May 19, 2016.

Just over fi ft y alumni have been elected to the Hall of Fame since 1992 when it was established by a group 

of students and Franklin staff  to celebrate Franklin’s 75th  anniversary. Starting in 2013 FAA&F has hosted a Hall of 

Fame Celebration each spring inducting new members. Everyone in the Hall of Fame is posted on our website and 

their pictures are in the main hall at Franklin. 

     Criteria for induction are as follows

• Must have graduated from Franklin

• Must have graduated at least 15 years prior to nomination

• May be living or deceased

• Shall have gained prominence and recognition on a national, state, regional, or local level in his or her 

chosen fi eld or endeavor.  Th ose fi elds of endeavor shall include, but not be limited to, business and in-

dustry, education, medicine, law, science and research, religion, sports, politics and government, enter-

tainment, volunteerism and international relations

• Shall have conducted his or her life in an honorable manner

Nomination forms are available at our website www.franklinalumni.net. If you have questions or would like 

to receive a nomination form, please contact us at FAAandF@gmail.com or call Sara Th ompson at 206-930-6273. 

Consider a Hall of Fame Nomination

Missing from the Class of 1966: If you know where any of these grads are, please contact us at fhs1966@gmail.com

Janet Bakken Moises

Cornelius Bolton 
Jerry Brenden

Timothy Chinn
Donna Coddington 
Colgan

    Baumgardner

Cynthia Crenshaw

Vera Gray
Diane Green
Glori Green

Judy Izan

Tom Jessen

Gloria Jordan

Paul Mamon

James Mayeda

Charles Miller

Marilyn Miller
Miriam Miller

Carolyn Morton Parnell

Tom Munger
Gail Myers

Gary Pader

Don Phelps

James Pond

Donald Tate

Dorothy Terry

Pam Thompson 
Peggy Thomson

    Gilstrap

DECEMBER 7, 2015
THE

DEADLINE
IS



SUPPORT YOUR FHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION & FOUNDATION
BY BECOMING A MEMBER ... “Celebrate Franklin!”

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

 Regular .......................$15
 Patron .........................$50
 Benefactor ................$100
 Lifetime.....................$200

All donations are tax deductible.

Please make check or money order payable to Franklin Alumni Association and send to

FHS Alumni Association and Foundation, PO Box 28276, Seattle, WA 98118-8276

Franklin Alumni Association and  Foundation’s website: www.franklinalumni.net

  Franklin’s Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/FHSAlumni

Name: Last  __________________________  Maiden: ______________________ First: ______________

Class: ________________________________ Spouse: _________________________________________

Street Address _________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________  State ________ Zip ______________

Phone: __________________________________ Email: _______________________________________

Comments ____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Franklin High School Alumni Association & Foundation
P.O. Box 28276
Seattle, WA 98118-8276 PAID

Time Dated Material

Renew your 

2015 Membership

Today!

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS

 Regular  $ _________
 Scholarship Fund  $ _________
 Athletic Fund  $ _________
 Greatest Need  $ _________

MEMBERSHIP
 Regular ...........................$15
 Patron .............................$50
 Benefactor ...................$100
 Lifetime ........................$200

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS
 Greatest Need $ ________
 Scholarships $ ________
 Athletics $ ________
 Total Inclosed: $ ________

SUPPORT YOUR FHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION & FOUNDATION
BY BECOMING A MEMBER ... “Celebrate Franklin!”

!


